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CIRCULAK. 


Deeming  the  cause  of  Peace  highly  important  to  the  best  interests  of  mankind,  believing  it  to  have  peculiar 
claims  upon  the  followers  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  and  wishing  to  enlist  them  more  extensively  in  its  behalf,  w& 
respectfully  ask  your  special  attention  to  the  subject,  and  your  assistance  in  obtaining  the  efficient  co-operation 

of  the  Christian  community.  i  •  u-  u 

It  seems  to  us  that  the  cause  of  Peace  has  never  received  the  attention  it  deserves;  and  we  think  it  high 
time  to  inquire  into  the  reason  of  such  neglect,  and  to  take  effectual  measures  for  securing  the  support  it 
needs  This  support  must  come  from  the  disciples  of  Christ ;  and  the  cause  should  and  may,  we  believe,  be 
brought  before  them  in  such  a  way  as  to  insure  their  cheerful  and  effective  co-operation.  The  American 
Peace  Society,  organized  under  their  auspices,  and  sustained  mainly  by  their  prayers  and  contributions,  is 
now  their  organ  in  this  work  ;  but  too  few  of  them  attend  its  annual  or  other  meetings  to  understand  well  its 
general  operations,  or  to  appreciate  fully  its  claims  upon  the  Christian  community.  No  Christian  can  doubt 
the  excellence  of  the  cause  hself ;  and,  as  the  American  Peace  Society  is  in  the  hands  of  Christians  to  be 
managed  at  their  pleasure,  they  can  easily  put  it  right,  if  it  is  not  so  now,  and  thus  bring  it  before  the  commu- 
nity in  a  way  to  command  general  confidence  and  support. 

For  this  purpose,  the  undersigned,  mostly  members  of  the  Am.  Peace  Society,  invite  you  to  attend  its  next 
Anniversary  in  Boston,  Monday  evening,  May  25,  1846,  that  men  enjoying  the  confidence  of  the  Christian 
community,  may  make  arrangements  to  confer  together  the  next  day,  and  take  such  measures  as  they  shall 
deem  expedient  in  order  to  put  the  cause  of  Peace  aright  before  the  public,  and  give  it  the  direction  and  im- 
pulse requisite  for  its  full  success. 

JACOB  IDE,  West  Medway,  Mass. 
E.  BURGESS,  Dedham,  '■' 
GALEN  JAMES,  Medford,  " 
El.lSHA  FISK,  Wrenlham,  " 
HORACE  JA.MES,  '•  " 
DAVID  SANFORD,  Medway,  « 
T.  D.  P.  STONE,  Holliston,  " 
CALVIN  WHITE,  Dover,  " 
C.  SIMMONS,  N.' Wrenlham,  " 
T.  P.  RICHMOND,  Medfield, 


R.  S.  STORRS,  Brainlree,  Mass. 
JONAS  PERKINS,  Weymoulh,  " 
WALES  LEWIS,  South  Weymoulh,  " 
JONA.  CRANE,  Attleborough,  " 
J.  B.  M.  BAILEY,  S.Atlleborough,  " 
JOHN  GRIDLEY,  Montpelier,  Vt. 
JAMES  GRANGER,  Providence,  R.  I 
JONATHAN  LEAVITT,  " 
VARNUM  J.  BATES,  " 
ANTHONY  B.  ARNOLD,  " 
WM.  J.  KING,  "  " 

BENJAMIN  WHITE,       "  " 
JOHN  WHITNEY,  Waltham,  Mass. 
LYMAN  GILBERT,  West  Newton, 


J.  C.  WEBSTER,  Hopkinton,  Mass. 
H.  A.  TRACY,  Sutton,  " 
N.  BEACH,  Millbury,  " 
M.  BURDETT,  Blackstone,  " 
D.  HOLMAN,  Douglass,  " 
C.  D.  RICE,  "  " 

W.  HOLBROOK,  W.  Millbury,  " 
JOHN  ORCUTT,  Uxbridge,  " 
J.  W.  SALTER,  "  " 
L.  T.  CLARK,  Whitinsville,  " 


SEWALL  HARDING,  E.Medway,Mass.WM.  BATES,  Northbridge, 


TYLER  TH.-VTCHER, 
MORTIMER  BLAKE,  Mansfield, 
T.  D.  SOUTHWORPH,  Franklin, 


HOWARD  MALCOM,  Georgetown,  Ky.  T.  W.  WILLIAMS,  New  London,  Ct. 


PHILIP  C  HAY,  Geneva,  N.Y. 
HENRY  DWIGHT,    "  " 
ASA  CUMMINGS,  Portland,  Me. 
I.  NICHOLS,  "  " 

JOHN  WILDE,  Falmouth,  " 
THOMAS  C.  UPHAM,  Brunswick, 


ABEL  McEWEN, 
J.  HURL  BURT,  " 
JOHN  S.  C.  ABBOT,  New  York. 
CHAS.  G.  SOMMERS,  " 
ANSON  G.  PHELPS,  " 
WM.  E.  DODGE,  " 


R.  W.  FULLER,  Lyndborough,  N.  H. 
B.  T.  LAWRENCE,  Claremont,  " 
JOHN  WOOD,  Langdon,  " 
J ,  D.  F.  RICHARDS,  Charlestown,  " 
JOHN  WOODS,  Newport,  " 
B.  FOWLER,  Greenfield,  " 
S.  S.  A  RNOLD,  Westminster,  Vt. 
W.  WRIGHT,  Woodstock,  " 
T.  A.  MERRILL,  Middlebury," 
I.  W.  PUTNAM,  Middleboro',  Mass. 


Postscript  -We  send  this  Circular  only  to  members  of  the  American  Peace  Society,  and  a  few  others  friendly  to  the 
cause  of  Peace,  whose  views  we  wish  to  ascertain,  as  indices  of  the  feelings  of  wise  and  good  men  in  general  on  the  subject. 
We  earnestly  hope  you  will  come  to  the  proposed  meeting ;  but,  if  there  is  any  doubt  of  this,  we  trust  you  will  not  fail  at  your 
earliest  convenience,  to  give,  in  a  letter  to  the  undersigned,  your  views  on  the  following  questions,  supposed  to  embrace  the 

main  points  of  difficulty  : —  i-      i  v 

t.  Do  you  think  the  Peace  Society  should  be  restricted  to  the  single  object  of  abolishing  the  dustom  of  international  war  by 
the  introduction  of  Christian  substitutes 

2  Ousht  special  care  to  be  taken  to  guard  the  cause  of  Peace  against  being  blended  or  confounded  with  tecnnical  non-resist- 
ance or  anti-government,  with  the  abolition  of  capital  punishment,  or  any  other  extraneous  topics  . 

3  Ouffht  the  Society,  in  your  judgment,  to  invite  the  aid  of  all  that  desire  the  abolition  of  war,  and  so  to  conduct  its  opera- 
tions  that  such  persons;  whatever^heir  views  respecting  wars  strictly  defensive,  can  consistently  co-operate  for  our  common 

"""we  send  herewith  two  of  our  stereotyped  tracts,  showing  the  course  uniformly  pursued  by  our  Society  with  the  approbation 
of  nearly  all  our  co-workers,  except  the  few  who  wish  to  exclude  from  our  platform  the  modcraU  friends  of  Peace.  Our  sole 
aim  is  to  brinT  this  great  evangelical  enterprise  before  the  Christian  community  in  the  way  most  hkely  to  insure  support  and 
success  ;  and°whatever  you  can  communicate  that  may  be  of  use  for  this  purpose,  will  be  gladly  received,  on  behalf  of  my  asso- 
ciates, by  Yours  respectfully,  ^^^^^  GILBERT, 
W.st  Mwton,  Mass.  April,  1846.                                                                         P'^'^  ^^^S-  Church,  West  Kewt<m. 


